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ABILENE, Texas — Centurions weren’t well-liked in the days of the New Testament. Many Jews saw these law
enforcement officers as representatives of the repressive Roman Empire — enemies.

That’s why it’s surprising when, in Luke 7:1-10, Jesus receives a personal request from a centurion. One of his
servants is sick and about to die, and the centurion seeks divine healing.

Jewish militants likely would view this as an enemy’s request. But reading the Sermon on the Mount and mus-
ing over Jesus’ prayer on the cross for his enemies lets us know how our Savior will respond to this request.

In Luke’s narrative, the centurion is not portrayed as an oppressor. He acts as if Jewish lives matter. The Jewish
elders, in fact, experience an authentic relationship with the centurion that enables them to earnestly plead with Je-
sus on his behalf.

“This man deserves to have you do this,” the elders tell Jesus, in Luke 7:4, “because he loves our nation and has
built our synagogue.”

They see this officer as a friend to be supported — not as an enemy to be resisted.

The centurion used his authority to personally engage in repairing what the Roman imperialistic system of ex-
pansion had destroyed in Israel. He displayed understanding of — and closeness to — the Jewish people.

Fast forward to May 24, 2016, when FBI Director James Comey addressed the Race and Law Enforcement Con-
ference at the historic 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. Comey cited civil rights leader Martin Luther
King Jr. in the context of racial tensions today.

“I think Dr. King would tell us to have open hearts, open minds and to see each other more clearly, because it
is hard to hate up close,” Comey said. “It’s hard to hate somebody you know, somebody whose life you understand.”

His statement reminds me of Philippians 4:4-6, as paraphrased in The Message: “Make it as clear as you can to
all you meet that you’re on their side, working with them and not against them.”

In addition to loving the Jews, the centurion displays a humble awareness of his imperfections. Later in Luke’s
account, he sends friends to say to Jesus, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself for | do not deserve to have you come under my
roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you.” (Luke 7:6-7)

As people of faith grapple with recent police shootings that have resulted in protests and acts of further vio-
lence, | proudly applaud the Chief of Police here in Abilene, Stan Standridge, for the powerful statement he made on
July 10 during a prayer vigil.

Chief Standridge read 1 John 1:8-10: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.”

He went on to say, “Folks I’'m here to tell you today that some American police officers have sinned against the
very people that they vowed to serve and to protect. On behalf of American law enforcement, we have made some
wrong decisions. In some cases we have made criminal decisions.

“We need your forgiveness. We are not without sin. The Scripture says none of us are without sin. We need
your grace. The men and women who wear the uniform need your grace. Our profession is extremely difficult. We
will make mistakes. We need your grace.

“What does grace look like? Authentic relationship. That is what we desire — authentic relationship.”

The chief is correct.

No American officeholder, president, uniformed police officer, military commander or citizen should be treat-
ed with the veneration of infallibility.

Law enforcement plays such a crucial role in our society that we cannot allow it to become infected by those
who would transmit the disease of racism and criminality.

In 2006, the FBI released a report titled “White Supremacist Infiltration of Law Enforcement.” These groups
pose a threat to the public, to elected officials — even to law enforcement itself, the report concluded. A civil society
cannot continue to ignore these cancerous cells of hatred, sometimes called “ghost skins” — people who avoid overt
displays of racism to blend into society, quietly advancing white supremacy. If this sickness remains untreated, it will
metastasize and endanger the health of the whole country.

This is all the more reason why we should ask for federal, state and local policies that require police recruits to
undergo a thorough screening and vetting process before they are accepted into the ranks of law enforcement.

We need more people like the centurion — people who are humble, aware of their own imperfections, people
who seek to know, to understand and to love those they serve.

- JERRY TAYLOR—Christian Chronicle, September 2016

Taylor is an associate professor in the College of Bible,
Ministry and Missions at Abilene Christian University in Texas.
He is a longtime minister for Churches of Christ and an author
of “Courageous Compassion: A Prophetic Homiletic in Service
to the Church.” He is a leader of the Racial Unity Leadership
Summit, a program that brings Christians together to work for
racial reconciliation in Churches of Christ.

PRAYER LIST

Steven Faires, and Lexi

Leon Giesecke (Jan Moerbe’s father—throat cancer)
Josh Horn (Jacob White’s cousin—health)

Debbie Jalufka

Kevin and Victoria Johnson (healthy pregnancy/baby)
Norman Pennock (Debbie Fougerat’s step-father, health)
Ada Powell (Sharron Mason’s sister—health)

T.J. Reid (Nelle Hahn’s brother—health)

Jean Rice (Rex Boggs’s cousin—health)

Adrienne Zingrich (Susan Barnick’s cousin—cancer)

Pauline Alvarez (recovering from surgery)

Lauren Babb (health)

Aaron Banks

John Beiler (health)

James Bohannon (Rex Boggs’s cousin—health)

Jim Carpenter (Cody Chrismon’s great uncle—health)
Dawn Clarke

Betty Cox (Brent Barnick’s sister—Texan nursing home)
Dixie (Debbie Faires’s mother—Alzheimer’s)

Jake Faires (Air Force, deployed to Jordan)

PRAYER UPDATES

Lauren Babb is experiencing increased pain and underwent additional testing Wednesday trying to determine the
cause of the pain.

Victoria Johnson is experiencing elevated blood pressure and undergoing additional testing to determine if any labor
and delivery intervention is necessary. She is currently restricted to light bed rest.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wedding Invitation

Dawn Clarke and Daniel Almaraz invite you to their wed-
ding on Saturday, July 1, at 2 p.m. at the building. A recep-
tion will follow at the VFW Hall. Please see the invitation
on the large bulletin board in the foyer for more details.

VBS Decorating

It’s almost here! VBS begins next Sunday, June 11.
Please make plans to join us this Thursday, June 8,
from 6-8 p.m. to decorate the building for our Maker
Fun Factory.

Wednesday Evening Meal & Bible Study

Please join us at 5:15 p.m. this Wednesday for dinner in
the annex. Anyone who is able is asked to bring sides to
share, but please do not let that prevent you from joining
us. Classes for all ages follow at 6 p.m.

Watermelon on The Square

We continue serving FREE watermelon this Friday, June
9, at Confederate Square in downtown Gonzales during
the Main Street Summer Concert Series, which runs
every Friday evening in June. The event runs

6-10 p.m. If you are able, please arrive early to help
with setup. Parking is also easier to find earlier in the
evening. This week’s concert features Zydeco Blanco.

Sunday Night Small Group
There is a small group that meets in the annex each Sun-
day evening from 6-7 p.m. The Lord’s Supper is available.

Volunteers Needed: Wednesday Night Meals
Volunteers are needed to prepare the entrée for meals
on Wednesday evenings. To help, please sign up in the
foyer. If you signed up to prepare a meal, please send
Victoria your menu by Wednesday the week before.

Tuesday Morning Men’s Prayer Breakfast
All men are invited to the annex each Tuesday morning at
6:20 a.m. for a time of breakfast, prayer and fellowship.

Volunteers Needed: Communion Prep

Volunteers are needed to prepare communion in the
coming months. This task takes very little time and is a
great service to the congregation. Please sign up on the
large bulletin board in the foyer.

If you have any announcements or prayer requests you wish to have included in the bulletin or to sign up for weekly e-mail
updates, please contact Victoria Johnson: 325-518-9205, victoria@gonzaleschurchofchrist.org.

YOUTH ZONE

MONDAY, JUNE 5 VN THURSDAY, JUNE 8
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL €% ) — LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
ASTROS @ MARLINS, 6 PM. (FIELD 3) ™ ( METS @ CUERO ORIOLES, 7 P.M. (CUERO)
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL ‘

METS @ DODGERS, 7 P.M. (FIELD 1)

Caden Chrismon—Mets (Shiner Baseball) Callie Chrismon—Astros (Shiner Softball)
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